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Abstract:

Wide lack of water is one of the important and basic problems in current world that increasing
in world population makes it more serious. Existence of continual drought creates a new theory in
correction of utilization pattern. One of these policies highlights the concept of "virtual water"
which has a great importance in major water planning and policies. Virtual water is water which is
used in different stages of a good production and amount of it is equal to total consuming water in
different stages of production chain from start point to the end. Food immunity, protection of
environment and increasing social qualities, encourage using virtual water. Actually, countries with
lack of water, reserve this water, by importing high -employed water productions and then they can
use the water in economic activities which have more benefits for them. Such a policy takes
pressure from water resources of these countries and water can be reserved for drought rather than
using for food production and this is one the best pattern in water consumption.

Key words: Virtual water, Utilization pattern, Water resource management, Arid and
semi-arid areas
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